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is the root of all right and duty, what are the rights
and duties, what the standards of morality in a "com-
munion of spirits/' who have no temporal or spiritual
needs of any kind that we can conceive, and for
whom, therefore, all the ends and motives of human
association are lacking ?

That " our works do follow us " ; that we carry the
rich store of all our earthly experience away with
us; that love once kindled in the heart shall never
be extinguished, we may well believe. Yet " we shall
rest from our labours" in that we shall be freed from
the burden of the body, and "time shall be no
more/' That a new and wholly transcendent chapter
of experience awaits us may be safely affirmed, but
of its nature we can form no conjecture, except that
Conscience postulates a completion, explanation and
justification of our life in the flesh.

" When shall I come and appear before the face of
my God ? " is generally accepted as a true expression
of that craving for eternal life which marks the fuller
development of the spiritual character. But if the
moral struggle is to be eternally perpetuated ; if it is
the necessary essence, and not a particularly condi-
tioned manifestation of the divine life in man, then
the said craving for rest in the face to face vision of
God is doomed to eternal disappointment. For if,
measured upwards from zero, our progress is real,
measured downwards from infinity it is nothing;
we shall always be as dissatisfied as now, always
as far from God's face, from our Ideal, from our
Peace. If, however, it be said plausibly that hereafter
it will be a progress without pain, which is itself a
restful activity, that it is only the uncertainty and